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OPEN HOMES
Hop on in....
Saturday 12 April

SCAN THE QR CODE to view  Sale Properties & Inspection Times or
 www.propertyshopportdouglas/open-sale/

Open Home Eggstravaganza!
Inspect one of our many open

properties on Saturday 12th
April and enjoy complimentary

Easter eggs.

Crocodile numbers must be re-
duced to a point where there is an 
“acceptable risk” you will not be 
taken by a croc if you choose to 

Beer prices 
capped - P3

Tails wagging 
for big day - P5

New chef cooks 
up storm - P7

HELLO PARADEHELLO PARADE
The time is now 
to prepare your 
Carnivale float.
Page 5

Shaun Hollis swim in a Far North Queensland 
waterway, a public briefing has 
heard.

Katter’s Australian Party MP 
Shane Knuth told the state par-

liamentary committee briefing he 
had discussed the plan with a tour-
ism operator from the Port Doug-
las/Cairns region.

Risky croc plan
Continued Page 4



NEWSPORT  PRINTPage 2 Thursday, April 10, 2025

Cow Bay | 5:00 AM
Mossman | 5:15 AM
Port Douglas | 10 AM

Daintree River Ferry
begins operations from 4:00 AM

Book a Hearing Consultation valued
at $145 for only $90 

*Offer ends 31st March

www.audiohealth.com.au

FEELING LEFT OUT OF THE CONVERSATION? 

It's time to Reconnect with the World Around You!

CALL TODAY ON  4015 2989
CAIRNS          ATHERTON          SMITHFIELD          INNISFAIL          MAREEBA          PORT DOUGLAS

NOW AT 

PORT DOUGLAS 

CONTACT US
P.O. Box 127
Port Douglas QLD 4877
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Newsport Print welcomes your 
community story submissions. Sub-
missions can be emailed to editor@
newsport.com.au. Please include 
the what, when, why and how and, 
preferably, with a picture.
Please also include a direct phone 
number and a full name so we can 
verify and confirm any further details 
when required to do so.
Please keep your submission or story 
to no more than 200 words and 
as succinct as possible. Newsport 
reserves the right to edit, modify, 
change and re-write your submission 
for clarity, brevity or legal reasons. 
The publishing of all contributed 
submissions is at the sole discretion 
of the editor.
Newsport Print also welcomes your 
story ideas, tips and leads.

About Newsport Raising Wangetti bar
The Wangetti Trail project is set 
to receive a boost through the 
2032 Brisbane Olympics, the 
State Government says.

The Government has put out 
a statement outlining how the 
Olympics is not just for Brisbane, 
and regional centres will also ben-
efit through activities such as in-
creased tourism.

“Leveraging the 20-year tour-
ism plan for initiatives like The 
Wangetti Trail” is a priority, the 
statement reads.

“The plan recognises the value 
in Queensland’s regional centres,” 
it states.

Premier David Crisafulli said 
2032 would be the “Queensland 
Games”: “These games are a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to deliver an infrastructure, tour-
ism and grassroots sports legacy 
to benefit all of Queensland.”

“Delivering 2032 and beyond 
sets the plan to build much more 
than what’s needed for a few 
weeks of competition,” he said.

In the meantime, the current 
7.8km section of the 94km Wan-
getti Trail project that has already 

The 7.8km completed section of the 
Wangetti Trail is currently closed 
for repairs. Picture: Bryan Littlely

been built will remain closed until 
at least Monday, April 14, accord-
ing to Queensland National Parks. 
Advice includes an alert the trail is 
closed “due to weather impacts”.

“Wangetti Trail maintenance 
is currently being undertaken by 
a works contractor,” the advice 
states. “The trail will reopen when 
works are complete and condi-
tions are considered safe.”

Large sections of the trail 

Shaun Hollis washed away following heavy 
monsoonal rains earlier this year.

An inspection by Newsport of 
one small northern section near 
Ellis Beach showed two separate 
washed-away areas.

The $47m Wangetti Trail plan 
has been dogged by controversy 
across the past decade, but Pre-
mier Crisafulli said earlier this year 
his government was committed 
to completing the route to Port 
Douglas. The plan is to have it “op-
erational by the third quarter of 
2028, depending on the weather 
and approvals”, according to DESI.

“The trail will include a choice 
of public camping facilities and 
high-end eco-accommodation of-
ferings,” DESI states. “The Wan-
getti Trail is a game-changing ec-
otourism offering for Far North 
Queensland.”

It will deliver more than 150 lo-
cal jobs and will inject more than 
$388m into the economy, DESI 
states. The walking and mountain 
biking trail will be in three sec-
tions: 33km from Palm Cove to 
Wangetti, 54km to Mowbray Riv-
er, and 7km to Port Douglas.
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Cheers to putting a cap 
on beer prices, finally

Ambo volunteers needed

Automatic six-monthly beer-price 
rises have been suspended for 
two years by the Federal Govern-
ment.

The regular increases, which 
have been happening in step with 
inflation since 1983 due to gov-
ernment regulations, have been a 
longtime bugbear of the Austra-
lian Hotel’s Association.

AHA chief executive Stephen 
Ferguson welcomed news the 
draught-beer excise will be frozen 
for the next two years.

“This is a win for the millions 
of men and women who like to 
go down to their local and have a 
beer,” Mr Ferguson said. “There’s 
no better place to have a beer than 
down at the local pub – they are 
the hubs of their communities.”

Mr Ferguson said the tax-rate 
policy in regards to beer prices has 
been encouraging people to stay 
at home drinking alone rather than 
getting out and socialising in ven-
ues. Anyone who drinks at a local 
pub or club knows only too well 
how tap-beer prices have been go-
ing up regularly for decades now.

Excise-duty rates on alcohol are 
reviewed every February and Au-

The Port Douglas Local Ambu-
lance Committee is calling for new 
members, warning that without 
fresh volunteers, the long-running 
community group may be forced 
to suspend operations after years 
of dedicated service.

The volunteer committee 
undertakes community activ-
ities promoting and helping 
Queensland Ambulance Services.

Oaks Resort barman Lorenzo Loratro has finally witnessed some relief 
from twice-yearly beer price rises. Picture: Shaun Hollis

gust, with the tax applied depend-
ing on the alcohol strength of the 
beer. The latest increase was the 
84th price rise since the excise 
was introduced in 1983.

One of the many Port Douglas 
venues to be hit with the regular 
ongoing tax rises is the Oaks Re-
sort. General manager Paul Par-

rant said he was hopeful the beer 
price would now stay steady.

“It’s great that some of these 
big companies will be helping us 
out by not increasing pricing,” he 
said. “And thanks to the govern-
ment. It’s good to hear.”

The beer-price freeze does not 
apply to canned and bottled beers.

News in Brief
AIRLIE A BUDDING STAR
Wildlife Habitat in Port Douglas 
is getting ready to launch a new 
24/7 live stream, giving people 
around the world a close-up view 
of one of its most iconic residents; 
Airlie the Cassowary.

The project is in partnership 
with Zoolife TV, a global platform 
that streams live footage from 
zoos and wildlife parks.

The camera has been set up in 
his favourite hangout spot, so he’s 
expected to be front and centre 
most of the time.

FUNDS FOR HOUSING
Regional councils and developers 
can this month apply for a share 
of $1 billion in State Government 
grants to help kickstart the build-
ing of more houses.

The first stage of the four-year 
Residential Activation Fund has 
been set aside to build more roads, 
water, and sewerage to pave the 
way for more homes to be con-
structed.  

Guidelines and eligibility crite-
ria are available at statedevelop-
ment.qld.gov.au/housing-infra-
structure-investment-fund.

WATER PIPES REPLACED 
More than $700,000 has been 
spent by Douglas Shire Council 
replacing about 1.3km of ageing 
pipework at Miallo and Rocky 
Point.

The water-main upgrade, which 
saw ageing asbestos cement pipe 
replaced with a more durable po-
ly-pipe material, is set to reduce 
maintenance and unplanned water 
interruptions along Miallo Bam-
boo Creek Road and Mossman 
Daintree Road across the next 50 
years.

Works also included a new con-
nection between the main water 
pipeline and Miallo State School, 
improving the reliability of water 
supply to teachers and students.

Michelle Vladich, who recently 
stepped down after 20 years as 
president, said the committee was 
in urgent need of support.

“We’ve been a quiet but vital 
part of the community for years, 
but we simply can’t continue with-
out more hands,” she said.

Michelle said joining the com-
mittee was a meaningful way to 
give back, without requiring a ma-

jor time commitment. “We have a 
meeting every two months that 
goes for about an hour and our 
yearly activities. It’s not a big com-
mitment, but it has a big impact.”

Without new volunteers, the 
future of the committee is uncer-
tain.

For more information and to get 
involved call president Anne Don-
aldson at 0418 968 300.
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Croc laws in firing line

Mr Knuth told the meeting - 
held last week on the final day be-
fore submissions closed for people 
to have their say on proposed new 
laws to allow for the culling and 
hunting of crocodiles - the opera-
tor said that in the 1990s tourists 
were instructed they could swim, 
but “it’s a risk”.

“Now it’s come to a point 
where, if tourists come to her 
and people say ‘can we swim in 
the water?’, she will say ‘you will 

A committee is reviewing whether to push ahead with changing croc laws.

Drone footage of the shark.

die’,” Mr Knuth told the commit-
tee. “We want to get it back to the 
point where there’s always going 
to be a risk, but we want it to be 
an acceptable risk.”

Under the current policy - 
where problem crocodiles are re-
moved from popular waterways 
- if your boat accidentally sinks in 
FNQ, “you’re likely going to die”, he 
said. But those who oppose culling 
and hunting of Queensland’s croc-
odiles, such as Daintree River tour 
operator David White, argue that 

From Page One

A Port Douglas paramedic has 
taken stunning drone footage of a 
2m reef shark trapped in the Four 
Mile Beach swimming enclosure.

Acting officer in charge Zak Pi-
tra filmed the shark as authorities 
worked to free it from the enclo-
sure last week, which was shut to 
the public at the time. 

A crowd of about two dozen 
curious onlookers and lifeguards 
gathered on the beach as the 
events unfolded.

The shark is believed to have 
found its way in overnight, with 
one early-morning beachgoer tak-
ing a photo at about 6.45am.

The trapped shark follows an-
other incident about a fortnight 
ago when a 1m crocodile also 
made its way into the same swim-
ming enclosure.

Drone footage 
of stuck shark

reducing crocodile numbers will 
still not make waterways safe to 
swim in.

“These animals are perfect-
ly adapted ambush hunters, and 
unless we kill them all, then we 
will increase complacency but 
not safety,” Mr White stated last 
week. “This has been shown in a 
peer-reviewed scientific paper re-
leased last year and all scientists 
agree.”

Mr Knuth also told the briefing 
he wanted to allow participat-
ing Indigenous communities to 
open up their lands to a “quota of 
high-end clients” so they can hunt 
crocodiles - a practice that takes 
place in other parts of the world 
such as Africa. And he also wanted 
the current five-year trial period 
of harvesting 5000 croc eggs for 
hatching at sanctuaries to be ex-
tended to as many as 90,000 eggs 
per year.

A further public hearing is now 
planned for Wednesday, May 21,  
before a parliamentary committee 
hands down a report on Friday, 
July 25, on whether or not to in-
troduce changes to crocodile laws 
as outlined in the draft Crocodile 
Conservation and Control Bill.
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Paws and Claws ready 
for tail-wagging reunion

Join the Carnivale parade float fun

As the team at Paws and Claws 
prepares for this year’s much-
loved Pooch Party as part of Port 
Douglas Carnivale, excitement is 
quietly building, with a slightly 
different bark than usual.

The event is shaping up to be a 
reunion for past and present sup-
porters of Paws and Claws.

This year there will be changes 
to the schedule and location of 
the Pooch Party. Instead of Jalun-
bu Park, the event will begin with 
a community Best Dressed Dog 
walk, starting at Reynolds Park, 
and follow the beach to the Surf 
Life Savers Grounds.

Guests can enjoy a barbecue 
from Malone’s BBQ, face painting 
for the kids, free vet samples from 
Port Douglas Vets, and a big-ticket 
raffle with prizes from local busi-
nesses like Back Country Bliss, 
Sailaway, Hartley’s Crocodile Ad-
ventures, Floral Edge, Port Paws 
Dog Training, The Book Lounge, 
and more.

“It’s going to be more of a ‘dog’s 
day out’ this time,” Paws and 
Claws manager Chris Barber said.

“We’re hoping to reach out to 

Get ready to turn Macrossan 
Street into a spectacle of colour 
and creativity as Port Douglas 
Carnivale’s Macrossan Street Pa-
rade returns on Friday, May 23.

This year’s theme, Tropical 
Treasures, invites businesses, in-
dividuals and community groups 
to bring their best float ideas to 
life for a chance to win in one of 

Paws and Claws manager Chris Barber, trainee Claire Deuble, and shelter 
dogs Dusty and Nunu, are ready for a Pooch Party. Picture: Newsport

everyone who’s adopted a dog 
from us over the years, there have 
been over 150 adoptions, and in-
vite them to come along for the 
day.

“It’s a chance to reconnect, 
share stories, and remember all 
those incredible dogs.”

This year’s gathering is all about 
connection, celebration, and of 
course, plenty of happy, wagging 
tails.

Jamie Jansen
Savannah in the Round is excit-
ed to announce two powerhouse 
acts - Zac Brown Band and Jack-
son Dean - as the US headliners 
for the 2025 festival set to come 
to Mareeba this October.

Zac Brown Band, the multi-plat-
inum, Grammy Award-winning 
Southern rock group, will be the 
festival’s headline act.

The band has sold more than 
30.5 million singles, 9.3 million al-
bums, and amassed over 11.2 bil-
lion catalogue streams worldwide.

Their accolades include three 
Grammys and 16 #1 radio singles. 

The other US headliner is coun-
try star Jackson Dean, whose 
powerful voice and country-rock 
infusion has captivated audienc-
es globally. His debut single Don’t 
Come Lookin’ reached number 
one on the country radio charts 
and has more than 150 million 
streams. Fans can expect a di-
verse mix of music at the festival, 
vibrant performances, and an un-
forgettable atmosphere, all set in 
Mareeba Rodeo Arena. 

Tickets are on sale now for the 
event, taking place from October 
9-12, at savannahintheround.com.
au.

US headliners 
announced for 
Savannah gigs

“It’s really about reminding peo-
ple we’re still here, still active, and 
still making a difference,” he said.

“It’s more of a community event 
than anything else.

“Seeing everyone dress up their 
dogs is always fun, but for me, the 
best part is when adopted dogs 
come back.”

The Pooch Party is part of Port 
Douglas Carnivale from May 23-
25 and is sponsored by Ray White.

four prize categories, with awards 
ranging from $500 to $2000.

Douglas Shire Mayor Lisa 
Scomazzon said the Tropical Trea-
sures theme perfectly captured 
the essence of the region.

“Winning floats will showcase 
the treasures of our region, the 
natural beauty, tropical culture 
and community spirit of the Doug-

las Shire,” she said. The action 
kicks off at 4.30pm with market 
stalls, rides, activities and a kids’ 
disco, building up to the main 
event at 6.30pm.

As the night continues, fire-
works will light up the sky at 8pm.

Savannah Sounds will be bring-
ing the beats to Rex Smeal Park 
from 4pm to 10.30pm, featuring 

DJs Zoe Badwi, Andy Van, and 
Jolyon Petch.

Savannah Sounds is brought to 
you by the team behind Savannah 
in the Round and presented by 
Douglas Shire Council with major 
sponsor Newsport.

Parade entries close on May 9. 
Register online for free at carniva-
le.com.au.

FAMILY FUNDRAISING EVENT
Saturday 24th May
9:30am-12:30pm

The Port Douglas Surf Club
Carnivale Beach Day 

 EXPERT pet tips & advice

FREE Kids activities 

Malones Butchery BBQ

TOP Dog competitions 

DOG Beach walk parade 
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Feds forget our Shire
Bridge repairs, road upgrades, 
remote laundries and the war 
on illegal tobacco importers are 
some of the Federal Budget mea-
sures that may directly impact Far 
North Queenslanders.

The Federal Government has 
pledged $7.2bn for upgrades to 
the Bruce Highway, as well as 
more than $97m to finish seal-
ing the remaining 11kms of the 
Kennedy Developmental Road 
between The Lynd junction and 
Hughenden.

Recent floods on both roads 
contributed to food shortages in 
Douglas Shire supermarkets ear-
lier this year.

Advance Cairns chief execu-
tive Jacinta Reddan welcomed the 
sealing of the Kennedy Develop-
mental Road.

“We repeat our calls to under-
take this work as a matter of ur-
gency during the coming dry sea-
son,” she said.

“Additional funding into this key 
North-South transport and heavy 
freight route is vital.”

And $225m has been allocat-
ed for repairs to the Barron River 
Bridge on the Kennedy Highway 

A 2020 inspection of the Barron River Bridge showed cracking in steel 
sections. Picture: Transport and Main Roads Department

between Cairns and Mareeba, 
also helping improve access to the 
Shire.

Built in 1963, the more than 
250m-long bridge was shown to 
be cracking in some of the steel 
sections during 2020 inspections.

The budget also pledges close 
to $157m across the next two 
years to try to combat the import-
ing of illegal tobacco and nicotine 
- the sparsely populated northern 
regions of Queensland are partic-
ularly susceptible to such activity. 

The Douglas Shire has faced its 
setbacks, but Cook MP David 
Kempton says he is committed to 
ensuring the Queensland Govern-
ment is kept apprised of the situa-
tion and the needs for it to rebuild 
and is in the region on a weekly 
basis to do that.

“The Douglas Shire has suffered 
multiple setbacks in recent times 
with Covid, the Jasper floods and 
then the Mossman Mill closure,’’ 
Mr Kempton said.

“Whilst the impacts of Covid 
have largely passed, the loss and 
damage from Jasper will have 
repercussions for some time to 
come.

“One of the major economic im-
pacts resulting from Jasper is the 
tourism industry which has expe-
rienced a downtown most likely 
initially as a result of the failure of 
the water supply and then the in-
terruption to the highway access.’’

Mr Kempton pointed to the 
State Government extending the 
disaster relief grants to July this 
year to further assist the recovery 
effort, and bringing forward resto-
ration works to the Cook Highway.

Region set for 
rebound - MP

And more than $11m has been 
pledged across the next four years 
from July to build and maintain up 
to a dozen community laundries 
in remote First Nations commu-
nities across northern and central 
Australia to help reduce skin infec-
tions that can lead to other more 
serious illnesses.

Labor Senator for Queensland 
Nita Green said Treasurer Jim 
Chalmers had delivered a “respon-
sible budget”.

“We are delivering real cost of 
living relief now,” she said.
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Fresh flavours on offer
Club Mossman has entered an 
exciting new chapter. Following 
a stylish makeover and its re-
opening in November, the club 
has introduced more than just a 
fresh new look, it now boasts an 
expanded bistro menu, a brand-
new pizza menu, and a talented 
new chef leading the charge.

Leading this culinary transfor-
mation is catering manager Nour-
din Yacoubi, who brings more than 
36 years of experience to the role. 

His impressive career spans 
England, London, Brisbane, and 
Port Douglas, adding a rich depth 
of expertise to the Club Mossman 
kitchen.

Nourdin’s resume includes time 
at iconic venues such as Oxley’s on 
the River in Brisbane and vibrant 
jazz bars in Covent Garden, along 
with a long-standing reputation in 
the Far North Queensland dining 
scene.

Now, just three months into his 
role, Nourdin is making his mark 
with a refined menu that balances 
classic club favourites with inno-
vative specials.

“We’re keeping things simple, 
quality club food that people love, 
like steaks, parmies, and fish and 
chips,” he said. 

“But the special board is where 
we get creative. Customers are 
loving dishes they wouldn’t expect 
to find in a club setting.”

At the time of speaking, the 
specials menu features a rich 
and creamy chicken pesto pasta 
and a seafood paella packed with 
prawns, calamari, mussels, bugs, 
and chorizo, cooked in fragrant 
saffron-infused paella rice. 

“It’s been a hit,” Nourdin said.  
“We sold 20 paellas on the first 
day.”

The club’s recent renovations 
have also improved its kitchen op-

Club Mossman, led by catering manager Nourdin Yacoub, now has an 
expanded menu. Picture: Jamie Jansen

erations. A dedicated pizza station 
has been introduced, allowing for 
fresh, house-made pizzas, while an 
all-day cafe menu is now available. 
And yes, they also offer takeaway.

“We’re focusing on fresh, in-
house preparation,” Nourdin 
explained. “We make most of 
our food from scratch and we’re 
sourcing the best ingredients pos-
sible, like seafood from Santiego’s 
in Port Douglas and fresh produce 
from Scomazzon’s.”

With a brand-new winter 
menu set to launch in the coming 
months, guests can look forward 
to fresh seasonal dishes alongside 
their favourite classics. 

“We’re planning a full refresh, 
keeping what works and adding 
some exciting new options,” Nour-
din said.

Club Mossman is already build-
ing a loyal following, with diners 
even making the trip from Port 
Douglas just to enjoy a meal. “It’s 
great seeing familiar faces week 
after week,” Nourdin said.

Beyond the food, the club has 
become a local entertainment hub, 
offering live music and events ev-
ery weekend. 

From local bands and DJs to ka-
raoke nights and crowd-favourite 
trivia, there’s always something 
happening to bring the communi-
ty together.

Adding to the fun, the club is 
bringing back its popular Corpo-
rate Bowls competition, an easy 
way for local businesses to sign 
up a team and enjoy some friendly 
rivalry on the green.

The upgrades don’t stop there.  
New furniture has started to arrive 
and the final delivery is expected 
around Easter, replacing the cur-
rent setup, much of which will be 
donated to the Golf Club. The club 
has also added a new courtesy bus 
to its growing list of amenities, of-
fering convenient transport for 
both members and bowlers to en-
joy a night out.

Crocs ready to 
kick off season
Well, here we are, ready, for 
the Port Douglas Crocs’ first 
home game of the 2015 season 
this Saturday 11th April.  This is 
what all the hard work, training 
and recruiting is for!

The day begins with the Re-
serves side kicking off at 1pm.  
Following the reserves game 
we’ll be unfurling our 2014 Pre-
miership Flags. 

At 3pm we can expect the Se-
niors to produce a great specta-
cle against last year’s preliminary 
finalists South Cairns.

There will be plenty of excite-
ment around the ground, and we 
want our loyal supporters to be 
there to witness this event, along 
with our sponsors and dignitar-
ies.  Make sure you don’t miss it.

At the first 200 Club for the 
2015 season we are looking for-
ward to having an opportunity to 
meet with sponsors and special 
guests.

John Cameron will be there  
for you to sign up for this season 
if you haven’t already, and club 
shirts will, of course, be avail-
able.  

Our raffles will be on as al-
ways, and look out for the spe-
cial tray of organic pork, donated 
by Joe Warren from Cooktown.  

A great Aussie Rules support-
er, you will be able to meet him 
while he is cooking the spit roast 
for our evening meal!  Keep an 
eye out for Paul Scott who is 
likely to be giving a hand too.

10 YEARS AGO

Access thousands 
of archived stories 
since 2009 here

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

BUSINESS FEATURE
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*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. Maximum 45 guests. Offer is not combinable with any other offers or discounts. Images are for illustrative purposes only. For full details, contact events team.

TO BOOK

TO BOOK DIRECT:
87-109 Port Douglas Rd, Port Douglas QLD 4877 |  T: +61 7 4099 8900 | E: ev1portdouglas@theoaksgroup.com.au. 

APRIL 12TH
3PM  9.30PM

$249 PER TICKET PER ADULT
$199 PER CHILD (5  10 YEARS)

SAVOUR THE SHORE
& Bey�d

A DINNER EXPERIENCE ACROSS LAND AND SEA

A Taste of the Extraordinary
Dinner & Circus

Be captivated by Sea Circus Port Douglas 
as acrobats, stilt walkers, and performers weave 
their artistry while you enjoy a craftily prepared 

dining experience.

Dessert Under the Stars
Sweet & Fiery Finale

Indulge poolside with decadent desserts while fire
performers, aerialists, and contortionists create a

mesmerizing spectacle under the night sky.

1� C�rse

3rd C�rse 4th C�rse

2nd C�rse

Seaside Shucks
Oysters & Champagne on the Beach
Enjoy fresh oysters and champagne on 

a stunning beach in Tropical North Queensland.
 Experience a traditional Welcome to Country 

and smoking ceremony by the Kuku Yalanji people.

Cheese & Charcuterie
A Sunset Sail

Drift along scenic waterways aboard the
Lady Douglas River Cruise. Soak in breathtaking
views as you enjoy a curated selection of cheese

and charcuterie.

Saving reef for forever
Douglas Shire primary students 
have been learning about pro-
tecting the Great Barrier Reef 
and other environmental projects 
through a unique collaboration. 

The EcoSmart Kids workshop, 
run by solar-energy company 
GoodWe and reef-protection or-
ganisation the Forever Reef Proj-
ect, has visited Mossman and Port 
Douglas State Schools to run stu-
dent workshops.

GoodWe’s John Wright and 
Anie Kapadia and Forever Reef 
Project managing director Dean 
Miller are part of a national school 
program to help raise more cli-
mate-change awareness and fur-
ther educate students on solar 
power. Port Douglas State School 
principal Doug Barnes said the vis-
it is a great way to further educate 
students.

“It’s a great opportunity for our 
students to learn more about cli-
mate change, renewable energy 
and environmental conservation,” 
Mr Barnes said.

“This is the first time we have 
had a visit from GoodWe and we 
have excursions planned to visit 
the Forever Reef Project.”

Grade two students, with (from back left) Dean Miller, Doug Barnes, Anie 
Kapadia and John Wright, were the first to attend the program at Port 
Douglas State School. Picture: Byron Filmer

Students can now enter the 
EcoSmart Kids Competition to 
show, through any form of art-
work or other creative outlet, 
what they’ve learnt. 

They can even come up with an 
idea on how to help spread aware-

With a new “skipper” at the helm, 
Port Douglas’s beloved Yachty is 
officially back after a short break 
and a flurry of fresh upgrades. 

Behind the scenes, volunteers 
have been busy giving the space a 
refresh, with new paint, resealed 
concrete, upgraded lighting, and 
a semi-removable stage roof that 
offers shade by day and cover for 
night-time gigs.

At the helm is John Pooley, 
an experienced hospitality man-
ager, bringing a steady hand and 
no-nonsense approach. 

His resume includes managing 
the Dingo Beach Hotel and a re-
sort in Cape Gloucester, and now, 
he’s guiding the Yachty through a 
period of renewal.

“We’ve got to focus on getting 
the basics right, drawing locals 
back in, and improving opera-
tions,” he said.

“No bells and whistles, just get-
ting the foundation right.”

Live music is making a strong 
return, with a growing lineup of 
gigs and events planned through-
out the year. and the kitchen has a 
brand-new menu.

Yachty back 
with new skip

ness or help out the environment. 
The top three entries from each 
year level will go in the running to 
win national prizes, with an awards 
ceremony to be held at the For-
ever Reef Project centre in Port 
Douglas later in the year.
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Shop 3, Mantra on the Inlet 
Cnr Wharf & Macrossan Streets

07 4099 6881 
www.BeauGentryMensStore.com.au

LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT ? 
COME IN AND BROWSE

L’DREAM

JEWELLERY REPAIRS  
AND MAKING

07 4099 4904
info@ldream.com.au 

1/30 Macrossan Street, Port Douglas

So many books... 
so little time

The Book Lounge 
Port Douglas

Liber amans
New and secondhand books

Corner of Grant and Warner Streets

Open every day!

Shopping  made easy.
Thoughtful gifts, friendly  
service,  & complimentary   

gift wrapping!

P: 0448 328 614
Shop 4, Reef Anchor House,  

40 Macrossan Street, Port Douglas.

YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page
SHARK TRAPPED IN 
PORT DOUGLAS SWIM-
MING ENCLOSURE
Kelda Wray
The water looks lush!

Leanne Austin
Wow I was swimming there 
recently.

Carol Fleming
Probably trying to get away from 
the Crocodile reported on 4Mile 
this morning... south of the Sher-
aton Creek!

Jonathan Huntley
Bull shark.

Kylie Powlow
New sport, Adventure Swimming 
Port Douglas.

Jonathan Foster
It’s not a shark it’s a shovel nose 
stingray they hunt crabs in the 
shallow water, no teeth and yes 
they are very good eating.

Richie Stapleton
It’s a very small non threatening 
shark.. everyone loves the drama!

Colin Sutton 
April fools joke?

WANGETTI TRAIL MAY 
GET OLYMPIC BOOST
Chrissy Geyer
If it survives till then!

Neil Jabs
Absolute rubbish… the Wangetti 
trail is a monumental failure. To 
spend $47 million on the actual 
construction and then completely 
neglect the common sense future 
ongoing maintenance is the defi-
nition of insanity and stupidity. 
Almost every time it rains it gets 
washed away and collapses in nu-
merous sections. Who pays and 
how much to maintain the trail in 
its entirety including weed con-

trol, wash outs, fallen trees, safe-
ty etc etc etc. It’s a NO brainer 
to immediately cease any further 
construction of the Wangatti trail 
and shelve it permanently in the 
tropic fragile environment. Put 
the money into the road which 
still remains a mess 16 months 
after Cyclone Jasper

Jenny Naidu
Never should have happened. 
Priority should have been the 
Captain Cook highway fix ups 
and road to Cape Tribulation. 
Did they actually research as to 
how many people would really be 
interested in this trail!! Unbeliev-
able waste of taxpayer’s money!

Jeff Read
IGA will sell lots of 2 minute noo-
dles and the rescue chopper boys 
will be busy.

Anthony Christopher Renwick
In the history of modern Olympic 
Games has any country actually 
benefited?

Kim Christensen
Try fixing it properly because 
every rain season we have it will 
be washed out.

CAP FOR BEER PRICES 
HAS BEEN WELCOMED
Christopher Saint
Before any of you beer drinkers 
out there die of a heart attack, 
the $43 actually refers to the 
excise paid on a litre of pure 
alcohol and not a litre of beer! 
Then depending on the alcoholic 
strength of the beer the actual 
figure is calculated. Just doing my 
civic duty here - cheers!

Michelle Simone
It’s a great shame its not on 
bottles and cans too. What 
about all us do gooders who are 
on the 0.5% beers cos we are 

the designated drivers? Have u 
seen the price of these drinks?!

Matty Laskey
Prices are ridiculous I hope the 
locals support the those that 
have fair prices like Paddy’s etc

CROC COMMITTEE TO 
LOOK AT STATE OF CON-
TROL MEASURES
Jonathan Foster
An excellent step in the right di-
rection. Thank God for common 
sense at last 

Damon Woods
Unless every single crocodile is 
removed then THEIR NATURAL 
HABITAT is still out of bounds 
for humans to swim in so remov-
ing some and not all is futile. I 
wonder if the committee has 
the intelligence to comprehend 
something so basic and obvi-
ous??? 

Leith Keegan
If there was widespread regular 

bouts of crocodiles proactively 
hunting humans I might be up for 
a bit of a cull. There’s no evidence 
of that.

Bev Rossignoli
My sister in law will tell you 60 
years ago they swam in the river 
at Newel. It was safe. Because 
crocs were hunted to a point of 
extinction. I just think we need 
respect for all animals.

Leith Keegan
I know people who have been 
bitten. One of my son’s friends 
in primary school got taken in 
the Daintree. A friend’s flatmate 
nearly got taken up near Cook-
town when he was snorkeling just 
a couple of years ago. 
Still don’t want to cull them tho.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages. 

How We
See It!

Shaun Hollis and Bryan Littlely 
bring you a lighter look at local 
news online every Saturday.
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Scan the QR code to list 
your property, and it will 
be added to our print 
edition for free.

APRIL 15

Community Food 
Gardening, Time: 
7am-8am, Location: 
Circle of Plenty, 
Mossman Botanic 
Garden, Foxton 
Ave, close to C&K 
Mossman Community 
Kindergarden

Kids Easter Yoga 
& Mindfulness, 
Time: 10am-10.45 
(11)am, Location: 
Port Douglas 
Neighbourhood 
Center

STAY UP TO DATE

Scan this QR code to 
stay up to date with 
the latest events in the 
region

APRIL 12

Savour the Shore 
& Beyond: A 
Progressive Dinner 
Across Land and Sea, 
Time: 3pm-9:30pm, 
Location: Oaks Port 
Douglas

Takeover Series 
Dinner: Alastair 
McLeod, Time: 
6pm-10pm, Location: 
Harrisons Restaurant

Agave Australis 
Masterclass @ 
Daintree Bar, Time: 
3pm-4pm, Location: 
Daintree Bar

Cow Bay Beach BBQ, 
Time: 11am until food 
runs out, Location: 
Cow Bay Beach

Brandon Walker, 
Time: 7pm-10pm, 
Location: Club 
Mossman

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOME 
1/34 Pecten Avenue, 
Thursday 10 April 2025 
3:30pm-4:00pm 
Ray White

OPEN HOME 
C318/316 Port Douglas 
Road, 
Saturday April 12 
9:15am-9:45am 
Property Shop

OPEN HOME 
38 Anchor Court, 
Killaloe 
Saturday April 12, 
10am 
Raine & Horne

APRIL 10

Trivia with Supa Sal 
and Wevs, Time: 
7pm-9pm, Location: 
Club Mossman

APRIL 11

Rockin’ Rick DJ, 
Time: 7pm-10pm, 
Location: Club 
Mossman

Light Up The Park, 
Time: 3pm-7.30pm, 
Location: George 
Davis Park, 6 Foxton 
Ave, Mossman

Monthly Social 
Dancing, Time: 
6:30pm-9:30pm, 
Location: Pullman 
Sea Temple Resort

APRIL 24

Trivia with Supa Sal 
and Wevs, Time: 
7pm-9pm, Location: 
Club Mossman

APRIL 22

Community Food 
Gardening, Time: 
7am-8am, Location: 
Circle of Plenty, 
Mossman Botanic 
Garden, Foxton 
Ave, close to C&K 
Mossman Community 
Kindergarden

APRIL 13

Kirtan Meditation 
through Music, 
Time: 4pm-5.30pm, 
Location: Yoga in The 
Tropics Studio

APRIL 17

Bingo, Time: 7pm-
9pm, Location: Club 
Mossman

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free

WHAT'S ON

SOCIALS
Last weekend was big for Douglas Shire sport, with the Reef Raiders 

playing a home rugby game, Mossman Sharks playing their third home 
rugby league game in a row and the new surf life saving season kicking 

off with a flag-raising event. Pictures: Shaun Hollis

Port Douglas Surf Life Saving Club nippers and volunteers have 
some fun.

Reef raiders volunteers Dick Hedges and 
Bruce Wynn. Sean Connelly and Tenyka Hepworth at the rugby league.Tajah and Bracklan Harris at the rugby.

Linc Walker doing the surf club Welcome 
to Country.

Surf club president Irene Cats opens the 
event.

APRIL 15 

Magic Workshop 
with Chantal Munro, 
Time: 10:30am-
11:30am, Location: 
Mossman Library
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Local sports matter! Share your team’s 
results on Newsport and keep the 
community in the game. Submit now: 

SPORT RESULTSSPORT RESULTS

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING & 
PROMOTION 

NEEDS
4077 0257
INFO@MOSSMANPRINT.COM.AU 

4 WILLIAM STREET
MOSSMAN

SPORTS DIGEST
Raiders hold on for a stirring victory

The Reef Raiders in action on Saturday against the Bulls.

Mossman Shark Robbie Amber makes a snaking run during Saturday’s 
game against Cairns Brothers. Picture: Shaun Hollis

RUGBY LEAGUE
The Mossman Sharks have fall-

en agonisingly short against the 
Cairns Brothers, going down 12-
11 at home.

The Sharks started slowly, con-
ceding two tries in the first half, 
with one of those converted by 
Brothers to post a 10-0 scoreline 
early in the game.

Following that, the Sharks lift-
ed, with left-side centre Caynin 
Yeatman crossing the try line to 
bring the score back to 10-4, but 
kicker David Lui could not convert, 
with that finishing up as the half-
time score.

The Sharks continued to press 
in the second half, but ultimate-
ly finished just a point short of 
Brothers in a thrilling finish for the 
large crowd gathered at Corona-
tion Park in Mossman.

Mossman next faces Mareeba 
Gladiators away on Sunday, April 
13, at 3pm.

But another missed kick - this 
one more difficult than some 
of the first-half efforts - put the 
score on 5-0 and left the gate ajar 
for the Raiders.

And not long later the Port 
Douglas side threw that gate 
open, breaking through the Barron 
defence to propel left wing Harry 
Davis across the line to score.

As the large crowd held their 
collective breaths, replacement 
kicker Luke Edwards finally slot-
ted home with the boot for the 

Raiders to nudge into the lead, 7-5. 
From there the team had to knuck-
le down and hold on as the stifling 
heat and physical game started to 

take a large toll. Captain/coach 
Richard Johnston said it is one of 
the proudest victories he has ex-
perienced at the club. 

SPORTS BRIEFS

SHOT SHOT 
OF THE OF THE 
DAY!DAY!

“It was excellent, one of the 
hardest games I’ve been involved 
in for a long time,” Johnston said.

The heat and humidity played a 
big part in the game, he said.

“It was one of the hottest 
games I’ve ever been involved in.

“I’m super proud of the boys.”
Johnston said the best players 

included scrum-half Thomas Par-
is and big front rower Maika Rai-
varoro.

The Port Douglas Reef Raiders 
are away to Cairns Wanderers 
next Saturday, April 12, from 5pm.

From Page 12

LAWN BOWLS
Mossman Men’s Jackpot Bowls 

results Saturday, April 5: Bernard 
Savage, Bill Allison & Mike Sims W 
1; John Arnold, Warren McCoist 
& Troy Churchill W 5; Bob Carroll, 
Ted Holmes & David White W 10 
with 10 ends and winners on the 
day Neil Brooks, Wayne Parkes & 
Steve Cue W 10 with 12 ends.

Ladies Thursday, April 3, had 13 
players with M. Cooper, A Ged-
des, B. May & R. Petrus runners 
up with one win and winners with 
two wins, Zina Girgenti, Joan Day 
& Glenise Sharp.

Men’s B Grade Championship 
games: Jock Constantine 25 vs 
John Arnold 13; Brian Williams 
25 vs Dick Pitt 5. A Grade Steve 
Hudson 25 vs David Beaumont 19; 
Mick Frese 25 vs Bill Smith 12.

The 8 A Side will travel to Edge 
Hill Cairns to play Round 2 on Sat-
urday morning (April 12). Bus 7am 
from club.
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Waterfront Dining
Fresh Seafood
Bar & Gaming4099 5553

7 Ashford Ave,
Port Douglas  @tinshedportdouglas

BOOKINGS KELLIE EVANS - 0438 787 851

Discover the  
Craic at Paddy’s
Open every day offering  

lunch, dinner,  
Guinness and Whiskeys. 

Macrossan Street, Port Douglas 
11.30am til late

Special Offer for Staff  
Housing Mossman  
Backpacker Resort
WE SUPPORT LOCAL!

P: 0478 525 487
E:  mossmanexchange@gmail.com 
W:  mossmanbackpackers.com.au 

SPORT

PAIR OF LEGENDS 
SHINE AT AUSSIES
A pair of Port Douglas surf life 
savers have produced some amaz-
ing results at the national champi-
onships on the Gold Coast.

Irene Cats and Grant Knight 
competed in various events for 
the Noosa Heads club while also 
proudly representing their home 
club here in Port Douglas.

Cats secured bronze in the 110-
plus combined-age swim team, 

Port Douglas surf life saver Irene Cats (centre) with her Noosa Heads 
teammates and (inset) Grant Knight. Picture: Port Douglas SLSC

fourth place in 35-39 Surf Swim, 
and eighth in 35-39 Ironwoman. 

Knight also performed well, 
achieving fifth in 50-54 2km Run, 
and 12th in the 50-54 Ironman at 
the 2025 Australian Surf Life Sav-
ing Championships.

With their contributions, the 
Noosa Heads team came third 
overall in the Masters points 
score, finishing below North Bon-

The Reef Raiders have held on 
to claim a stirring two-point win 
against Barron Trinity Bulls in a 
thrilling game of hard-fought rug-
by union.

Tensions ran high through the 
crowd of a few hundred fans on a 
boiling Saturday afternoon in Port 
Douglas as both sides pushed dan-
gerously close to the try line nu-
merous times in the first half, but 
could not quite drive over.

Both sides got within touching 
distance of the line, and missed 
several gettable penalty-kick op-
portunities, but at half time the 
score was 0-0. The stalemate 
broke early in the second half, 
however, when the Bulls made a 
run down the grandstand wing to 
force their way across the line.

Raiders find a 
home at the 
new fortress

di in second and Bondi first out of 
117 clubs that competed in the 
category. 

The Aussies is an annual event 
where members from Australia’s 
314 surf clubs come together to 
compete in more than 480 beach 
and ocean events. 

This year’s competition was 
held at North Kirra and Tugun.

Thomas Paris was one of the Reef 
Raiders’ best players.

Continued Page 11


